KEY POINTS Chapter 1

Essential Question: How did the Neolithic Revolution lead to the development of civilization?

Identify:

Culture - systems of belief that helped explain the environment and set up rules for social behavior
Prehistory -  “before history”; the time during the development of human culture before the appearance of the written word 


Neolithic Revolution - development of agriculture, knowledge of metalworking, occurred in different places at different times
Polytheism - belief in many gods/goddesses/deities


Cuneiform - first known case of human writing, first used different pictures to represent something but later shifted to geometric shapes to symbolize spoken sounds

Barbarian - non-civilized people


Patriarchal - characteristic of a form of social organization in which the male is the family head and title is traced through the male line


Civilization - societies with enough economic surplus to form divisions of labor and a social hierarchy involving significant inequalities; produce political units capable of ruling large regions and may produce huge kingdoms or empires
Prosaic - plain, ordinary

How long do historians believe humans have been on the earth? 

2-2.5 million years ago

Describe the characteristics of Paleolithic life.

When speech was developed 100,000 years ago, it allowed for more group cooperation and spreading of ideas.  People had developed rituals to lessen the fear of death and created cave paintings. Women gathered fruits and vegetables and worked harder than the men.  However, there was a significant equality between males and females based on common economic contributions.  
What were the advantage /disadvantage of a hunting and gathering lifestyle?

They couldn’t support large numbers or elaborate societies.  Most hunting groups were small and they had to search far and wide for food.  People didn’t have to work as hard because hunting took about seven hours every three days.  

What distinguishes the Paleolithic period from the Mesolithic?

Humans could make better weapons, cutting edges, log rafts, dugouts, pots, and baskets.  They also began to domesticate more animals like cows to improve food supply.  There was also more conflict and wars due to rapid population growth.

The Neolithic Revolution

Explain how the end of the ice age helped the development of agriculture.

Improved climate allowed people to search for more sources of food.  Big game animals like the mastodon died away so hunters had to hunt deer.  Hunting’ overall yield declined and many people looked to agriculture as the main source of food.

When and where did agriculture first develop?

10000-8000 BCE in the Middle East

When and where did the development of agriculture spread?

8000-2000 BCE to China, India, Africa, and Europe (invented separately in Americas about 5000 BCE)
What changes resulted with the development of agriculture?

New animals were domesticated like sheep, pigs, and goats.  Farmers discovered dairying as well.  The development of agriculture also served as the basis of nomadic herding societies.
When and where did metalworking begin?  List the stages.

4000 BCE - Copper and bronze

3000 BCE - Use of stone tools dissipated

1500 BCE - Iron introduced by herding peoples invading Middle East

What effect did metalworking have on agricultural societies?

It allowed workers and farmers to work the ground more efficiently.  Farmers would trade with toolmakers, giving them food for metal tools. 

Civilization

Why did some agricultural groups still move around and why did most settle in one place?

Most settled in one place because houses were built to last and “expensive” improvements could be afforded because they would serve many generations.

Explain why settled communities evolved rather than isolated farms.

The key incentive to stability was the need fir irrigation devices to channel river water to the fields.  Small groups could not regulate a river’s flow or build and maintain irrigation ditches and sluices.  

When and where did civilization first emerge?

6000 or 5000 BCE along banks of Tigris and Euphrates Rivers

What centers of civilization later emerged?

Egypt, Indus River Valley, China, Central America

What is the main difference between civilizations and other societies?

The emergence of formal political organizations/states as opposed to dependence on family or tribal ties

List 7 characteristics of civilizations.

Development of writing, able to produce political units capable of ruling large regions and may produce huge kingdoms/empires, most people do not live in cities, cities allow rapid exchange of ideas among large numbers of people, firmer class or caste divisions including slavery, more fully patriarchal structures emerged, greater separation between ruler and subjects

What inequalities developed as civilizations grew?

Men did most of the manufacturing and held political and religious leadership roles.  There were firmer class or caste divisions. 

Describe Egyptian society.

The pharaoh had a lot of power.  He/she had godlike status.  Egypt retained a unified state throughout most of its history.  Egyptian society suffered a decline, but revivals kept it intact until after 1000 BCE.

What distinguished homes in Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro?

The houses had running water.

Why do historians know very little about the Indus River Valley civilization?

Harappan writing still needs to be deciphered.  The Indo-Aryans invaded it, resulting in complete destruction of the culture.

Describe the achievements of the Hwang He Chinese.

They organized a state that carefully regulated irrigation in the fertile but flood-prone valley.  About 2000 BCE, they produced an advanced technology and developed an elaborate intellectual life.  They learned how to ride horses, were skilled in pottery, and used bronze well.  

By 1000 BCE, they introduced iron and learned how to work with coal.  Their writing started out as knotted ropes to scratches of lines on bone to ideographic symbols.  Science, especially astronomy, arose early.  They had an early interest in music.  About 1500 BCE, the Shang rulers constructed many beautiful tombs and palaces.

The Heritage of the River Valley Civilizations

List some of the lasting accomplishments of the River Valley Civilizations.

Egyptian pyramids, invention of the wheel, domestication of horses, creation of usable alphabets and writing implements, production of key mathematical concepts (square roots, etc.), development of well-organized monarchies and bureaucracies, and invention of functional calendars and other divisions of time

When did most of the River Valley Civilizations go into decline?

1000 BCE

Identify three regional cultures that emerged in the Middle East and describe their contributions to history.

Phoenicians - devised greatly simplified alphabet of 22 letters (predecessor of Greek and Latin alphabets), improved Egyptian numbering system, set up colonies in North Africa and coasts of Europe

Lydians - introduced coined money

Jews - first clearly developed monotheistic religion (serve as key basis for development of Christianity and Islam)

In Depth

What River Valley accomplishments have been the basis for later civilizations?

Indus River Valley - swastika and lingam (important in later artistic and religious traditions), public baths, techniques for growing rice and cotton, 

Hwang He River Valley - Shang irrigation and dike systems, wheat and millet cultivation, fortified towns and villages with stamped earth walls, writing system, political organization, art, architecture, etiquette, devised part of humankind’s basic machines and engineering principles, silk manufacturing processes
