KEY POINTS: Chapter 21

Essential Question: How did increased contacts with Europeans affect economic and political developments in Africa?
Identify: 


Factories – Portuguese trading fortresses & compounds w/ resident merchants; used in Portuguese trading empire to assure secure landing places & commerce

Asantehene – title of ruler of Asante Empire; supreme civil and religious leader; authority symbolized by golden stool

Matrilineal – inheritance through maternal line

Mfecane – wars of 19th century in S Africa; created by Zulu expansion under Shaka; revolutionized political organization of S Africa

El Mina – most important early Portuguese trading factory in forest zone of Africa

Asante – est. Gold Coast - Akan people settle in Kumasi; dominated by Oyoko clan; many clans linked under Osei Tutu after 1650 

Dahomey – kingdom developed among Fon/Aja peoples 1600s; expand to control coastline & port of Whydah under King Agaja 1727; accept W firearms & goods in return for African slaves

Diaspora – spread of African slaves to many places due to African slave trade

How did the rise of the West affect African history after the 16th century?  Initiated/intensified processes of religious conversion, political reorganization, and social change; brought into orbit of expanding world economy, forced movement of Africans as slaves, creation of slave-based economies in the Americas, culture transferred to many places, creation of new cultural forms

What areas of Africa still remained influenced by Islam and Christianity?  Islam – E Africa & Sudan; Christianity - Ethiopia

The Atlantic Slave Trade

How did local African rulers benefit from the establishment of Portuguese forts?  

Access to European commodities & sometimes military support the Portuguese provided in local wars

How successful were Portuguese missionary efforts?  Only success in Kongo where royal family converted, later whole kingdom; others not because Portuguese suspicious of Muslims there and their traditional enemies 

How did the Africans view the Portuguese?  Strange, tried to fit them into existing concepts of spiritual & natural world

How did the Portuguese view the Africans?  Savages and pagans capable of civilized behavior and conversion

What areas of Africa were the focus of Portuguese contact?  African ports on Indian Ocean and Red Sea, Mozambique Island, Kilwa, Mombasa, Sofala, ports that gave them access to gold trade from Monomotapa/Mwenemutapa 

What commodity was the impetus (force) for the expanding slave trade?  Sugar 

In what country was the greatest number of slaves exported in the Atlantic slave trade?  Brazil

How did the number of slaves imported in North America compare to those in the Caribbean? 

 4 million N.Am; 2 million Carib., but Carib 80-90% population, N.Am <=25%  

Where did most of the slaves in the Atlantic slave trade get exported to?  Spanish America and Brazil ( British & French Carib

What areas of Africa supplied slaves for Atlantic slave trade?  1500s Senegambia, 1600s central Afr, Gold Coast & Slave Coast

African Societies, Slavery, and the Slave Trade

How did Europeans justify the enslavement of Africans? Slavery already existed on that continent

What was characteristic about African slavery before the European involvement in the slave trade?  

Benign, extension of lineage and kinship systems, serve the ruler, ruler gain power and wealth by being able to control the land and people, enslavement of women, in Sudan pagans were slaves b/c non-Muslim, enslaved their neighbors

How did the European demand for slaves promote warfare in Africa?  

States small & fragmented so warfare b/c try to expand at expense of neighbors or consolidate power by incorporate subject provinces

Describe the political and economic characteristics of Asante, Dahomey, Benin and Oyo.

Asante – political - matrilineal clans, cooperation + access to firearms after 1650 ( centralization + expansion, clans recognize asantehene as ruler, recognize autonomy of subordinate areas, council advised ruler; economic - dominant state of Gold Coast, gold major export, slaves 2/3 of trade

Dahomey – political - kings ruled w/ advice of powerful councils, access to firearms allow rulers to create autocratic/brutal political regime based on slave trade, maintained autonomy when subjects of Oyo; economic - trade controlled by royal court, slaving state, dependence on trade in human beings had negative effects on all of society
Benin – political - separate independent kingdom, ruler = oba, limited slave trade; economic – most of trade w/ European controlled directly by king, traded pepper, textiles, and ivory rather than slaves
Oyo – political - governing council shared power w/ ruler, balance of offices kept central power in check, traditional village chiefs & officials’ authority challenged by new state officials chosen by asantehene for new state bureaucracy; economic - same as Dahomey
What evidence suggest that African artisans were commissioned by Europeans?  

European religious & political symbols w/ traditional African themes of motherhood or royal power

What European nation established plantations in Mauritius?  

Portugal

What affect (influence) did plantations in East Africa have on slavery?  

Prominent feature, slave trade continued until late 1800s

How did the spread of Islam in the Sudan affect the region?  Breakup of Songhay so new successor states, some pagan, some Muslim with animists, later compromise, 1770s Muslim reform, Sufi mystics come ( Usuman Dan Fodio – jihad against Hausa kings, new kingdom (Sokoto), expansion driven by religious zeal and political ambitions; new political units created, reformist Islam tried to eliminate pagan practices spread, social & cultural changes took place, literacy spread, new centers of trade emerge

White Settlers and Africans in Southern Africa

What area of Africa was least affected by the slave trade?  S Africa

Who were the Boers and where did they settle?  When?  Dutch farmers; near Orange River; 1760s

What two European groups made claims to Cape Colony?  Dutch and British

What was the Great Trek?  1834 British abolish slavery and impose restrictions on land-holding ( move far to north across Orange River into Natal on more fertile east coast, thought it was sparsely inhabited by Africans but they were wrong

How were the Zulu able to consolidate power and what eventually led to their defeat?  

Shaka’s own Zulu chiefdom became center of new military and political organization ( absorb and destroy neighbors, demonstrated talent as politician, destroyed ruling families of groups he incorporated into growing state, destroyed enemies, took their cattle, crushed any opposition, after assassination, Shaka’s reforms stayed in place, successors built on foundation, rise to power b/c beginning of mfecane (wars of crushing and wandering); defeated by British in Zulu Wars of 1870s b/c state was in turmoil b/c of raiding parties, remnants, and refugees

In Depth

Explain how slavery contributed to later ideas of racism.  Differences in civility, race, or religion made people slaves back then.  Today, racism is the cause of differences in culture, language, color, or physical characteristics always facilitated enslavement.

The African Diaspora

Describe what the “middle passage” was like for captives.  

Branded, confined, and shackled when taken away, faced dangers of poor hygiene, dysentery, disease, bad treatment, eaten by Europeans, sometimes situation led to suicide/resistance & mutiny on ships

What types of work was done by slaves in the Americas?  Sugar, rice, cotton, and tobacco production

Describe what variations existed between slave populations in the Caribbean Islands, Brazil and the North American colonies.

Caribbean – Africans and descendants were majority, 80% population, mortality levels so high that large proportion African-born

Brazil – more diverse population due to tradition of manumitting slaves and high levels of miscegenation, slaves 35% population, free people (descendants of slaves) 33% so free + slave = 2/3 of population

North American – depend less on imported Africans b/c natural population growth among slaves, Creoles predominated, manumission less common, free people of color less than 10% of Afro-American population, slavery less influenced by Africa, <1% slaves African-born in 1850, combo of natural growth and small direct trade from Africa reduce degree of African cultural reinforcement

In what ways was the culture of the African slaves changed in the Americas and in what ways did their culture remain intact?

Changed – had to adapt and incorporate other African peoples’ ideas and customs into own lives, some masters might try to mix groups together so that strong African identities may be lost

Same – language, religion, artistic sensibilities

What was Palmares?  Enormous runaway slave kingdom with many villages, population 8000-10000 people 

What was significant about Palmares and Suriname?  

Palmares resisted Portuguese and Dutch attempts to destroy it for a century.  Suriname – slaves ran off and mounted an almost perpetual war in rainforest against people sent to hunt them down, but captured, executed, later a truce developed

Why did the Atlantic slave trade come to an end?  Economic, political, religious changes in Europe and overseas American colonies and former colonies ( Enlightenment, Age of Revolution, Christian revivalism, and Industrial Revolution

When was the British slave trade ended?  1807

When/where was the end of slavery in the Americas?  1888 when it was abolished by Brazil

